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In his ESPN.com column “Hey Rube”, the late Dr. Hunter S. Thompson lampoons the short-lived XFL football franchise with characteristic hyperbole and acerbic wit.  Thompson begins by commenting that he had put aside his plans to write a treatise on the meaning of life upon learning that the television ratings for the league had dropped another 25% over the weekend and a total of 71% since the season opened.  He compares this to the Dow Jones Index and states that if the stock market had fallen this far, “the sidewalks of Wall Street would be littered with the broken bodies of stockbrokers.”  The author continues in this vein with comparisons to mental breakdowns, financial insolvency, tortured hallucinations, and the transmutation of Donald Trump into a “common leaping toad.”  He reports that he, in fact, attempted to watch a game but was dissuaded by half-time.  Thompson characterizes the game as “not even good entertainment, much less good football.”  He concludes by contrasting public interest in the XFL with the apparent interest in watching public executions and states “It raises disturbing questions.”
