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“And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

-- The Bible, King James Version, Genesis 1:28
That particular quote represents, in several different religious traditions, the first commandment given to the first humans by God.  It is also the commandment most faithfully followed by each and every generation since.  As of today, the world population of humans is estimated at 6.79 billion souls.
  Barring an immediate disaster of biblical (or astronomical) proportions, the population will exceed 7 billion by February of 2012.
  The current rate of live births is estimated at 15,465 per hour with a death rate of only 6,354 per hour for a net hourly increase of 9,111 humans.
  If available supplies of water, food, and air “hold out”, we could have a population of 11 billion by 2050 at the current rate.  Population experts at the United Nations have optimistically predicted that the rate will slow, limiting population growth to 9.2 billion by 2050.

Whatever the exact figures, we can conclude from the current rate of increase that humans have been exceptionally successful at the propagation of our species.  I know that I’ve done my part, contributing three beautiful, intelligent children to that staggering mass of humanity.   Having children is something that nature has equipped us to desire and that our society reinforces.  There is an expectation that a reasonable, successful, healthy, person will marry (or otherwise mate), produce children, raise them, and send them off to repeat the cycle.  This is considered not only natural but inevitable; and, as noted above, ordained by God himself.
Now, when the ancient scribe sat down with his word processor to churn out the text of Genesis, it was a very different world:  the population of the Earth at the dawn of agriculture is estimated to have been somewhere around 5 million souls
; infant mortality was much higher; women often died during childbirth and immediately thereafter; and the life expectancy (despite biblical accounts) was much shorter – perhaps 35 years.  Humans used far fewer resources (on a per-capita basis) and produced much less waste.  “Sustainable Growth” was a term that had yet to be coined, but probably applied.
Today, the rate of infant mortality has fallen considerably – presently ranging from a high of 18% in Angola to a low of 0.2% in Singapore.
  The current average life expectancy (in the United States) has more than doubled, and is currently estimated at 77.8 years.
  In 2000, the United Nations estimated global maternal mortality at 529,000, of which less than 1% occurred in the developed world.
  Much of this progress has been made in the last 100 years and is due largely to the advent of modern water treatment and distribution, sanitary disposal of sewage, improvements in food safety, and (of course) medical science.

While it is certainly appropriate to laud our progress in these areas, we should take a moment to consider both the cost and the gross inequalities associated with the distribution of these benefits.  Using energy as an example, the United States consumed more than 100 quadrillion BTUs (105 exajoules, or 29,000 TWh) of energy in 2005.
  While the U.S. makes up about 5% of the world’s population, we used more than 25% of the world’s available energy resources.
  Consumption of other natural resources is equally disproportional.  We, in the U.S. and in Western Europe, are consuming more than our share of the finite resources on Earth.  
So what does this have to do with the “Ethical Implications of Alternate Reproductive Strategies”?
The answer is simply that we (as a species) should not be breeding more people than we can provide for.

Given the outstanding success that the human race has had with conventional sexual reproduction, I’m somewhat astounded that we’re bothering to discuss using the extraordinary technological means at our disposal to help accelerate our population growth; particularly in an era where unplanned pregnancies, disease, and war have left millions of “unwanted” children to live short miserable lives in the company of the four horsemen of the apocalypse:  pestilence, war, famine, and death.
Now, perhaps I’m being unfair to the individual here.  After all, I have my own children. My family name, my ethnic heritage, and even my chromosomes will live on – probably long after my own death.  Shouldn’t everyone have the right to be parents?  Isn’t the right of procreation pretty fundamental?
Yes, yes, and yes.  I am being unfair to the individual who honestly wants to have a child.  I’m not honestly sure that it’s an inalienable right to breed, but it is a right that I would be very hesitant to abridge on an individual basis.  Indeed, we revile the government of China for its “one child” policy.  Likewise, we look at the Eugenics Movement of the early 20th Century with moral outrage on account of its forced sterilizations of the “undesirable” element of the population.  Who were they to decide who was worthy of life?
The reason I have a problem with any person less omniscient than God himself making this sort of decision has nothing to do with the value, or sanctity, of human life.  As a matter of fact, I don’t believe that human life has any intrinsic value in itself.  A life has nothing but potential and it is solely up to that individual to fulfill that potential and make his (or her) life worthwhile. Wasting that potential is, in many ways, the ultimate sin.
“Let copulation thrive; for Gloster's bastard son
was kinder to his father than my daughters
Got 'tween the lawful sheets.”

-- King Lear (William Shakespeare), Act IV, Scene VI
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